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dissolution will necessarily throw open to the higher faiths a wide field of proselytism. When forces are thus ranged and opposed, the parties actually engaged are apt to be impatient of and to disregard the neutral flag of toleration; nor does our Government at present obtain unanimous applause for its appearance in the character (so novel on the Asiatic stage) of an impartial bystander, prejudiced only in favour of order and material prosperity. And thus it has come to pass that our neutrality has been challenged simultaneously, yet from different and indeed opposite points of view, by Hindus, Mahomedans, and various energetic partisan leaders of . Christians in England.*
Of these several parties the most important in India, because the most united, are the Mahomedans, whose grievances have from time to time obtained much sympathy and vivid representations from English writers. In 1871, Dr W. W. Hunter published a book styled " Our Indian Musalmans," upon the condition of the Mahomedans in India, wherein the British Government was somewhat hastily charged with deliberate misappropriation of the Mahomedan endowments, also with having abolished their law officers, the Kims. The Madras High Court had formally decreed, upon a dispute between two claimants for the office, that according to precise Mahomedan law a Kan can only be appointed by the State, and from this it was argued that the State, by ceasing to appoint Kazis, has virtually abolished an indispensable religious office. These heavy accusations were endorsed by Colonel W.
* In I860, 2049 petitions were presented to Parliament for the admission of the Bible into all Government schools and colleges in India.